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Bromine trifluoride in a mixture with elemental bromine can be used as

a bromination agent for deactivated aromatic compounds.

The method comprises reacting an equimolar mixture of elemental bromine
and bromine trifluoride with the aromatic compound, practically at room
temperature. In all cases demonstrated, the reaction is instantaneous and

no catalyst is required.

In most cases, when electron withdrawing group is attached to the

aromatic ring, the bromination takes place at the expected meta position.

The bromination method can be particularly applicable when extremely
deactivated rings like dinitrobenzenes and nitroacetophenones have to be

brominated.



